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Course Syllabus Template 

 
 

Department/Faculty: Law School 
 

Graduate Program: Political and Economic Law 
 
Degree 

 Academic Master’s                  Doctorate (PhD)                   Professional Master’s 
 
 
Course Name 
 
Introduction to Sustainable Development Theory  
 
Professor(s) 
 
Solange Teles da Silva  

Office hours: 48 class hours 
 
 
Course Overview 
 
The aim of this course is to analyze the concept of sustainable development based on its 
dimensions, contradictions and potentialities, highlighting notably the relationship 
between law and the socio-environmental issue. It aims to focus on the challenges and 
limits of legal instruments for sustainable development. It also seeks to promote reflection 
on the role of different normative spaces and different actors in the definition and 
implementation of sustainable policies. 
 
 
Topics outline 

Sustainable development, dimensions and contradictions. International and national law, 
climate change and sustainable development. Environmental goods, property and socio-
environmental conflicts. Environmental justice and sustainable development. Pollution 
and environmental policy. Economic instruments. Territorial management and 
sustainability. Production processes, trade and sustainable development. Technological 
innovations, risks and environment 
 

 
Letter Grade Assignment  
Grade A (Excellent) - Grade points between 9 and 10 
Grade B (Good) - Grade points between 8 and 8.9 
Grade C (Satisfactory) - Grade points between 7 and 7.9 
Grade D (Unsatisfactory) - Grade points between 0 and 6.9 
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Texts, Materials, and supplies 
 
ACSELRAD, Henri; MELLO, Cecília Campello do A.; BEZERRA, Gustavo das Neves 
Bezerra. O que é justiça ambiental. Rio de Janeiro: Garamond, 2009. 
 
CAVALCANTI, Clóvis (org.) Desenvolvimento e natureza: estudos para uma sociedade 
sustentável. 4ª ed. São Paulo: Cortez; Recife: Fundação Joaquim Nabuco, 2003. 
 
BECK, Ulrich Beck. La sociedad del riesgo. Hacia una nueva modernidad, Paidós, 
Barcelona, 1994. 
 
LEFF, Enrique. Saber ambiental: sustentabilidade, racionalidade, complexidade, poder. 
4ª ed. Petrópolis: Vozes, 2001. 
 
LEUZINGER, Márcia Diegues. Natureza e cultura: unidades de conservação de proteção 
integral e populações tradicionais residentes. Curitiba: Letra da Lei, 2009. 
 
NOBRE, Marcos; AMAZONAS, Maurício de Carvalho. Desenvolvimento sustentável: a 
institucionalização de um conceito. Brasília: IBAMA, 2002. 
 
SACHS, Ignacy. Desenvolvimento includente, sustentável, sustentado. Rio de Janeiro: 
Garamond, 2004. 
 
SANTILLI, Juliana. Socioambientalismo e novos direitos: proteção jurídica à diversidade 
biológica e cultural. São Paulo: Peirópolis, 2005. 
 
SILVA, Solange Teles da, CUREAU, Sandra, LEUZINGER, Márcia (org.). Mudança do 
clima: desafios jurídicos, econômicos e socioambientais. São Paulo: Fiuza, 2011. 
 
 

 
 


