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SYLLABUS 
 

University Unit: 
Center of Communication and Languages 

Graduate Program: 
Linguistics and Literature 

Subject:  
Biblical narrative as a literary/discursive phenomenon 

Workload: 
48h 
 

Credits: 
4 
 

Syllabus:  
This course departs from the analysis of the notion about the Bible as a literary and religious 
text, comparatively. Based on the seminal studies of Auerbach and Alter, this course lays the 
literary oriented theoretical ground for the analysis of biblical texts. Narrative elements such 
as scenario, time, character, plot, and narrator set the analytical frame. The category of 
narrator receives special attention as being the central point for the construction of biblical 
narrative. The course focuses on the definition of literary genre in relation to socio-cultural 
aspects connected to the production and the reception of heuristic texts. The intra- and inter-
discursive character of the Biblical text is considered as dialogic aspects that configure the 
text. The analysis will be based on the gospel of Matthew. 
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