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Course Syllabus 
 

Department/Faculty  
School of Engineering  
Graduate Program 
Electrical Engineering and Computing 
 

Degree 
 Academic Master’s                  Doctorate (PhD)                   Professional Master’s 

  
Course Name 
 
Scientific Presentation Skills and Techniques  
Professor(s)* 
Dr. Paulo José de Aguiar Simões 

Office hours 
48  

Course Overview 
 
In this course, participants will have the opportunity to practice their scientific presentation skills, gaining 
competence in oral communication, and receive advice on how to prepare their slide deck to deliver 
engaging presentations at conferences and seminars. 
 
Learning objectives: 

• Participants of this course will 

• Learn skills in composing logical, clear and objective research presentations 

• Develop confidence in communicating and presenting in English in the academic field 

• Learn to plan and design slide decks to communicate their research effectively 

• Practice to handle questions from the audience 

• Receive practical experience of chairing sessions 

• Prepare for technical complications during presentations 
 

Topics outline 

• Objectives of a research presentation 
• Planning your presentation: structure and flow 
• Preparing the slide deck: quantity and quality 
• Oral communication skills 
• Scientific language and challenges  

• Know your audience: presenting inside and outside your field 
 

Letter Grade Assignment  
Grade A (Excellent) - Grade points between 9 and 10 
Grade B (Good) - Grade points between 8 and 8.9 
Grade C (Satisfactory) - Grade points between 7 and 7.9 
Grade D (Unsatisfactory) - Grade points between 0 and 6.9 

 

Texts, Materials, and supplies 
 
1. Alley, Michael. The Craft of Scientific Presentations. New York: Springer, 2003. 
2. Wallwork, Adrian. English for Presentations at International Conferences. Springer. 2016. ISBN 978-3-319-26330-4 
(eBook). DOI 10.1007/978-3-319-26330-4 
3. Weeks, Mark. Presentation Skills/Techniques. Nagoya University. https://ocw.nagoya-u.jp/files/728/book.pdf  
4. Duarte, Nancy. Slide:ology: The Art and Science of Creating Great Presentations. Boston: O’Reilly, 2008 
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