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Course Syllabus 

 
 

 
Department/Faculty: Law School 
 

 
Graduate Program: Political and Economic Law 
 

Degree 
 Academic Master’s                  Doctorate (PhD)                   Professional Master’s 

 

 
Course Name:  
Competition Policy for Economic and Human Development 
 

 
Professor: Vicente Bagnoli  

Office hours: 48 classes hours 
 
 
 

Course Overview: 
 
Competition policy is a powerful tool for bolstering efforts to reduce poverty and generate shared 
prosperity. Competitive markets work as drivers of economic growth and productivity and as 
conduits for consumer welfare with lower prices, better products and services, and innovation. 
Competition also leads to economic efficiency and international competitiveness and gives 
consumers choice. The key factors to promote economic growth and shared prosperity are good 
governance, macroeconomic stability, access to infrastructure, investment in human 
development, and social policies to protect the poor.  
 
Any competition policy through its policies and regulations will somehow affect the competitive 
environment and should be implemented on pro-competition market regulation basis which varies 
in degrees in each country. The enforcement of competition law generally demands that a law 
come into force and preferably be enforced by a competition authority or even a multi tasked 
authority. 
 
An effective competition policy involves measures that allow contestability by the consumers and 
entry and rivalry among competitors, while safeguarding the enforcement of competition laws. 
Governments of developing economies are progressively demanding pragmatic solutions for 
effective competition policy enactment and references for sectoral policies that are 
procompetitive. 
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Topics outline 

Competition and its various aspects as a policy implemented by the state. Competition policy for 
the functioning of the market in favor of socioeconomic development. Origins of Competition Law. 
Competition and the economic welfare of the consumer. Horizontal Economic Concentrations. 
Vertical Economic Concentrations. Anti-competitive conduct. Cartel and Leniency. Essential 
Patents. Abuse of Dominant Position. Innovation and competition. Intellectual Property and 
Competition. Competition and Digital Economy. Big data. Platforms / Two Sided Market. 
Competition Law Borders. State Enterprises and Competition. Competition and Development. 
Competition and Commercial Defense. 
 
Competition Law in Developing Countries; The Goals of Competition Law; The role of competition 
policy in regulating digital markets in times of posttruth politics; State-Initiated Restraints Of 
Competition; Searching a Competition Law fit for Developing Countries; Antitrust Policy and 
Inequality of Wealth; Implementing Competition Policy in Developing Countries; Competition 
Concerns in Labour Markets; Competition policy responses to Covid-19; Climate change, 
sustainability, and competition law; Unlocking digital competition; Fighting corruption and 
promoting competition; Encouraging thriving markets for development; How Competition Affects 
the Distribution of Welfare; Transforming Markets through competition; Digital economy and 
implications for developing countries; Digital platforms as Public Utilities. 
 

Letter Grade Assignment  
Grade A (Excellent) - Grade points between 9 and 10 
Grade B (Good) - Grade points between 8 and 8.9 
Grade C (Satisfactory) - Grade points between 7 and 7.9 
Grade D (Unsatisfactory) - Grade points between 0 and 6.9 
 

Texts, Materials, and supplies 
 

 
Bagnoli, V. “The big data relevant market”. Concorrenza e Mercato 23 (2016), special number Big 
Data e Concorrenza, 73-94 
 
Bagnoli, V. Digital Platforms as Public Utilities. IIC (2020). https://doi.org/10.1007/s40319-020-
00975-2 
 
Bagnoli, V. Platform role and intermediary responsibility. In Cannataci, J.; Falce, V.; and Pollicino, 
O. Legal Challenges of Big Data. Edward Elgar, 2020, p. 125-153. 
 
Bagnoli, V.. Competition for the Effectiveness of Big Data Benefits, in. in International Review of 
Intellectual Property and Competition Law. Volume 46, Number 6, September 2015. Springer, 
2015, p.629-631. 
 
BRICS in the digital economy – competition policy in practice: 1st report by the competition 
authorities, working group on digital economy, 2019. 
 
CCR - Competition Competence Report Autumn 2016/2. Differences in Schools of Thought on 
Protecting Competition: Chicago School vs. European School. EE&MC - European Economic & 
Marketing Consultants GmbH 
 
CHENG, Thomas K. “Competition Law in Developing Countries”. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2020. 
 
Daniel Zimmer. The Goals of Competition Law. London: Edward Elgar, 2012.  
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DREXL, J.; BAGNOLI, V. State-Initiated Restraints Of Competition. 1ª. ed. Londres: Edward Elgar, 
2015.  
 
Drexl, J. ECONOMIC EFFICIENCY VERSUS DEMOCRACY: ON THE POTENTIAL ROLE OF 
COMPETITION POLICY IN REGULATING DIGITAL MARKETS IN TIMES OF POSTTRUTH 
POLITICS. Max Planck Institute for Innovation and Competition Research Paper Series 
 
Eleanor M. Fox. Competition, Development and Regional Integration: In Search of a Competition 
Law Fit for Developing Countries. NEW YORK UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW NYU Center for 
Law, Economics and Organization, 2012. 
 
Herbert Hovenkamp. Antitrust Policy and Inequality of Wealth. RESEARCH PAPER NO. 17-26. 
University of Pennsylvania Law School. INSTITUTE FOR LAW AND ECONOMICS.  
 
Maurice E. Stucke. RECONSIDERING COMPETITION. MISSISSIPPI LAW JOURNAL, VOL. 81:2 
 
Michal S. Gal, Mor Bakhoum, Josef Drexl, Eleanor M. Fox, David J. Gerber. ECONOMIC 
CHARACTERISTICS OF DEVELOPING JURISDICTIONS: THEIR IMPLICATIONS FOR 
COMPETITION LAW. London: Edward Elgar, 2015 
 
OECD (2014), Global Forum on Competition FIGHTING CORRUPTION AND PROMOTING 
COMPETITION Background note by David Lewis 
 
OECD (2019), OECD Peer Reviews of Competition Law and Policy: Brazil 
 
OECD (2020), Going Digital in Brazil, OECD Reviews of Digital Transformation, OECD Publishing, 
Paris. 
OECD (2020), OECD Economic Surveys: Brazil 2020, OECD Publishing, Paris. 
 
OECD. Competition Assessment Toolkit. Volume 1-3 
 
OECD. Implementing Competition Policy in Developing Countries. 2007. 
 
OECD.  Competition Concerns in Labour Markets, 2019. 
 
OECD.  OECD Competition policy responses to Covid-19, 2020. 
 
Simon Holmes. Climate change, sustainability, and competition law. Journal of Antitrust 
Enforcement, 2020, 8, 354–405 doi: 10.1093/jaenfo/jnaa006 
 
UK Digital Competition Expert Panel. Unlocking digital competition Report of the Digital 
Competition Expert Panel. 2019.  
 
UNCTAD. Digital Economy Report 2019: Value creation and capture – implications for developing 
countries. 
 
UNCTAD. Model Law On Competition: Substantive Possible Elements for a Competition Law, 
Commentaries and Alternative Approaches in Existing Legislation. 2010. 
 
World Bank Group. 2016. Breaking Down Barriers: Unlocking Africa's Potential through Vigorous 
Competition Policy. Washington, DC: World Bank Group. 
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World Bank Group. Economy Profile of Brazil: Doing Business 2020 
 
World Bank. 2016. Transforming Markets through competition: New developments and recent 
trends in Competition Advocacy: Highlights from the first joint WBG and ICN Awards in 
Competition Policy Advocacy. 
 
World Bank. 2017. A Step Ahead: Competition Policy for Shared Prosperity and Inclusive Growth. 
Washington, DC: World Bank. doi:10.1596/978-1-4648-0945-3. License: Creative Commons 
Attribution CC BY 3.0 IGO 
 
World Bank. Competition Policy: Encouraging Thriving Markets for Development 
 
World Bank. Competition Policy: How Competition Affects the Distribution of Welfare 
 
World Bank. SOUTH AFRICA ECONOMIC UPDATE—PROMOTING FASTER GROWTH AND 
POVERTY ALLEVIATION THROUGH COMPETITION 
 
World Economic Forum. Global Competitiveness Report 2019 
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