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Course Overview:

Competition policy is a powerful tool for bolstering efforts to reduce poverty and generate shared
prosperity. Competitive markets work as drivers of economic growth and productivity and as
conduits for consumer welfare with lower prices, better products and services, and innovation.
Competition also leads to economic efficiency and international competitiveness and gives
consumers choice. The key factors to promote economic growth and shared prosperity are good
governance, macroeconomic stability, access to infrastructure, investment in human
development, and social policies to protect the poor.

Any competition policy through its policies and regulations will somehow affect the competitive
environment and should be implemented on pro-competition market regulation basis which varies
in degrees in each country. The enforcement of competition law generally demands that a law
come into force and preferably be enforced by a competition authority or even a multi tasked
authority.

An effective competition policy involves measures that allow contestability by the consumers and
entry and rivalry among competitors, while safeguarding the enforcement of competition laws.
Governments of developing economies are progressively demanding pragmatic solutions for
effective competition policy enactment and references for sectoral policies that are
procompetitive.
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Topics outline

Competition and its various aspects as a policy implemented by the state. Competition policy for
the functioning of the market in favor of socioeconomic development. Origins of Competition Law.
Competition and the economic welfare of the consumer. Horizontal Economic Concentrations.
Vertical Economic Concentrations. Anti-competitive conduct. Cartel and Leniency. Essential
Patents. Abuse of Dominant Position. Innovation and competition. Intellectual Property and
Competition. Competition and Digital Economy. Big data. Platforms / Two Sided Market.
Competition Law Borders. State Enterprises and Competition. Competition and Development.
Competition and Commercial Defense.

Competition Law in Developing Countries; The Goals of Competition Law; The role of competition
policy in regulating digital markets in times of posttruth politics; State-Initiated Restraints Of
Competition; Searching a Competition Law fit for Developing Countries; Antitrust Policy and
Inequality of Wealth; Implementing Competition Policy in Developing Countries; Competition
Concerns in Labour Markets; Competition policy responses to Covid-19; Climate change,
sustainability, and competition law; Unlocking digital competition; Fighting corruption and
promoting competition; Encouraging thriving markets for development; How Competition Affects
the Distribution of Welfare; Transforming Markets through competition; Digital economy and
implications for developing countries; Digital platforms as Public Utilities.

Letter Grade Assignment

Grade A (Excellent) - Grade points between 9 and 10
Grade B (Good) - Grade points between 8 and 8.9

Grade C (Satisfactory) - Grade points between 7 and 7.9
Grade D (Unsatisfactory) - Grade points between 0 and 6.9
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