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SYLLABUS 
 

University Unit: Law School  

Postgraduate Program: Political and Economic Law 
 

Course : 
Academic Master   Professional Master  Doctorate 

Subject: ADMINISTRATIVE REFORM AND  PUBLIC GOVERNANCE  

Teacher(s): Dr. Irene Patricia Nohara 
 

Hours: 48 hours  credits 4  
   mandatory 
   optional 
x elective  

Outline:  
Administrative Reform and Different Management Models. Patrimonialism. The Myth of the 
Exhaustion of the Bureaucratic Model. (Re)thinking the Managerial Model. Changes in the 
Phases of New Public Management. Decentralization and Contractualization: Legal 
Regimes of Concessions. Provision of Public Services and State Intervention in the 
Economic Domain: Blurring of Boundaries and Agencification. Performance-Based 
Accountability: Limits and Possibilities. Legal Framework of State-Owned Enterprises and 
Development. Conflict of Interest in the Governance of State-Owned Enterprises: The 
State, Investors, and Society. Integrity and Transparency in Management. Publicization and 
the Non-State Public Sector – Partnerships with Civil Society Organizations. Public 
Governance as an Operationalization of the Democratic Principle. 
 

Goals: 

Analyze the developments of institutional changes resulting from Administrative Reform 
movements. Identify the characteristics of management models and the underlying 
proposals for the State. Discuss the changes introduced in Brazilian administrative law 
stemming from the decentralizing emphasis of the managerial model. Map the constitutional 
framework governing the activities carried out by the State. Discuss governance under the 
State-Owned Companies Law, emphasizing ways to harmonize the inherent conflict of 
interest in mixed-capital companies. Analyze mechanisms of integrity and transparency. 
Map the transformations in partnerships with civil society organizations, thus allowing for 
the inquiry into a more democratic dimension of public governance. 
 

Grading Criteria: 
According to the General Regulation of the Stricto Sensu Postgraduate Program, Art. 98, 
"A student who obtains, in each compulsory, optional and programmed activity, the final 
grade "A", "B" or "C" will be considered approved, according to the list of concepts below: 

I - A – excellent: corresponds to grades in the range between grades 9 and 10; 
II - B – good: corresponds to grades in the range between grades 8 and 8.9; 
III - C – regular: corresponds to grades in the range between grades 7 and 7.9; 
IV - R – Failed: corresponds to grades in the range between degrees 0 and 6.9”. 
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Contents: 

1. Patrimonialism in the History of Brazilian Public Management: Victor Nunes Leal – 
Coronelismo, Hoe and Vote 

2. Weberian Bureaucracy: Advances and Dysfunctions – Adoption of the Bureaucratic 
Model in Brazil from the Getúlio Vargas Era 

3. Managerial Model and New Public Management: Master Plan for State Apparatus 
Reform 

4. Regulatory Agencies: Governance and Decision-Making Process 
5. Innovation in Public Management: Regulatory Sandbox 
6. Disruptive Technologies: Challenges to Efficiency, Efficacy, and Effectiveness in 

Public Management 
7. Entrepreneurial State and Subsidiarity from a Critical Perspective 
8. Digital Public Governance in the Age of Surveillance 
9. Calibration of Control and Management: Fear-Based Public Administration, 

Deference Debate, and the Fight Against Activism 
10. Corporate Governance, Compliance, and Business Self-Regulation: Reputational 

Promotion 
11. Public Governance as the Operationalization of Democracy and the Socio-Political 

Dimension of Governance 
12. Evaluation  
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