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Course Overview

The emergence of a General Theory of Law is directly related to the emergence of contemporary
society, its political institutions and economic structures. In this sense, the different views on the
meaning of a theory capable of scientifically and /or technologically answer to the question about
what law is are linked to the understanding of the great transformations in economic, social, political
and ideological areas occurred in the world since the end of the 18th century. Thus, the exposure
of the main theoretical lines and the main concepts that constitute the General Theory of Law will
be based on the social and historical context in which the main theoretical debates were held,
without setting aside the internal logic and the methodological presuppositions of each theory.

Objectives
To present the main debates of the General Theory of Law, relating them to the economic and
political context.

Program content

Relationship between General Theory of Law and the Economy Policy. General Theory of Law as
a contemporary issue. Law, state and capitalism: the construction of contemporary legal discourse
as a scientific discourse. Juridical Positivism Theories. Brief overview of critical theories of law.
Theory of the legal norm. Theory of legal order. A method tour: the specificity of the theory of law
and the question the historicity of concepts. The Positivist Theory of Law Il: Herbert L. A. Hart.
Beyond Positivism: Ronald Dworkin's critique of the Positivist Theory by Herbert L. A. Hart. Critical
Theory and Law Theory: the thinking of Jirgen Habermas. Theory of Law as self-description of the
Legal System: Niklas Luhmann's Theory of Systems.

Methodology
Lectures and text analysis.
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Evaluation criteria:
Presentation of a scientific paper about one of the topics discussed in the course.

According to the General Regulation of Stricto Sensu Post-Graduation, Art. 98:
A - excellent: corresponds to grades in the interval between grades 9 and 10;

B - good: corresponds to grades in the interval between grades 8 and 8.9;

C - regular: corresponds to grades in the interval between grades 7 and 7.9;

R - disapproved: corresponds to grades in the interval between grades 0 and 6.9
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